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of the Legislature, the Banking, Commerce ard Insurance
Committee heard this bill on February 6 and the proponents of
the measure included nyself, Dennis Ganma, the Director of the
Department of Environnental Control, Dale Hutton, the Depart nment
of Environnmental Control, and John Rochford, the State Budget
Adni ni strator. There was an opponent at the hearing, Jerry

Prazen, on behalf of the City of Omha, and M. Prazen asked
that the bill recognize all existing means that Omaha had

state law that they could identify that could fund waste water

reatnment in Omaha. Since there was no intention on the pij|I' s
score in any way to limt any existing mechanismthat thecity
had, we had no difficulty in arriving at that . So, the
anmendnent to 311 tha= the committee adopted sinply says nothing
inthis section, talking about this pj||, shall prohibit the
provision of | oans or loans pursuant to the Conservation
Corporation Act to a nunicipality for the construction,
devel oprent , rehabilitation, operation and maintenance gng
i mprovenent of waste water treatnment facilities. That was to
recognize that the conservation corporation could make | oans of
this nature, and to meke sure that there was nothing t hat was
meant to prohibit any existing rules or powers that cities had.
For that reason, | would urge the adoption of the amendment, g4
I'll explain the bill and it's meaningto the Legislature.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. The question is the adoption of the

commi ttee amendnents. Al| those in favor vote aye, opposed nay.
Pl ease vote, ladies and gentlemen. Record, Mr, Clerk, pleare.

CLERK: 25 eyes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of commttee
amendments.

PRESI DENT: The commi ttee amendnentsare adopted. Now back to
the bill, Senator Landis, please.

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the
Legi sl ature. In the Jlast several years the Legisla' ure has
gi ven noney, state appropriations, to cities to help build waste
water treatnment facilities. That's because the federal
government, which has a large program to assist cities, has, g
part of its obligations, an elenment of state match. 1f cities

want the big federal dollars, they have to come up with sone
state match. And we' ve filled in the gaps. As a\ matter of
io

fact, in the | ast bienniumthe amunt was $2.2 m | n of state
money to help cities build waste water treatments gpqg leverage
federal grants big dollars that. cities could get. el the feds
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